Gowerton Community Council
Bio Diversity Plan 2025-2028

1. Introduction
Under Section 6 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016, all public authorities in Wales have a duty to:
“Seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity in the exercise of their functions and, in so doing, promote the resilience of ecosystems.”
This plan sets out how Gowerton Community Council will fulfil this duty and contribute to the national and local biodiversity objectives.

2. Council Overview
· Area covered:  Gowerton
· Key habitats/features: grass verges, playing fields, hedgerows, woodlands, pond. Community gardens
· Partners: Friends of Open Spaces and Woodland, Brian Davies, Country Stores, Ward Members.

3. Current Actions Supporting Biodiversity
	Area of Action
	Description of Work
	Outcome / Benefit

	Grassland management
	Reduced mowing frequency and creation of wildflower areas
	Increased pollinator habitat

	Tree planting
	Tree planting on council maintained land
	Improved carbon capture and habitat for birds

	Pesticide reduction
	Limited or no herbicide use on verges
	Healthier soil and invertebrate populations

	Community engagement
	Support for local litter picks and wildlife events
	Greater community awareness

	
Ponds
	Local Business (Country Stores) is planning to do work on the local pond to increase natural habitat and fishing. 
	Improved area for pond wildlife.





Grass verge opposite Tesco. 	    Fruit trees planted. 				To provide fruit 
for local residents. 

Woodland	     		To support the local community groups.	To maintain local 
woodland for public use. 




4. Objectives (2025–2028)
1. Enhance local habitats
· Expand wildflower planting areas.
· Encourage “No Mow May” and wildlife-friendly verge management.
2. Protect and restore ecosystems
· Maintain hedgerows and tree lines as wildlife corridors.
· Identify and support pollinator-friendly planting schemes.
3. Engage the community
· Partner with schools and community groups for biodiversity projects.
4. Reduce environmental impact
· Minimise use of chemicals and non-native plants.
· Promote recycling and sustainable land management practices.
5. Monitor and report progress
· Record actions and report annually to full council.
· Submit updates to the local biodiversity partnership or relevant authority.

5. Implementation and Monitoring
· Lead Member: All Councillors/Clerk
· Reporting: Annual review at council meeting; report published on council website.
· Partnerships: Collaborate with Swansea Council, local schools, and conservation groups.
· Funding: Seek grants through Welsh Government, Local Nature Partnership, and community funding bodies wherever applicable.


6. Review and Update
This plan will be reviewed every three years or sooner if required by legislation or local environmental changes.

7. Contact
For more information or to get involved:
📧 Clerk@GowertonCC.org.uk


*Disclaimer – Gowerton Community Council do not own land, but pay to maintain areas of land throughout the village.
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